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Leaders of a new national canpaign agai nst teen pregnancy say they plan to
reduce the teen-pregnancy rate by one-third by 2005, although they're not sure
how.

"W're starting with a great deal of optinism but not a great know edge base,"
says Thomas Kean, former governor of New Jersey and chairnman of the new Nati onal
Canpai gn to Prevent Teen Pregnancy.

Critics surveying the 17-nenber board of directors of the new group expect
anot her national push for contraceptives for kids.

"Every single person on [the board] |eans nore to a mixed nmessage of 'use a
condom than the nessage of 'exercise self-control and abstain fromsex unti
you're married,' " said Christine O Donnell, spokeswoman for Concerned Wnen for
Anerica, a conservative fam|y-advocacy group

"We have the solution [to teen pregnancy],"”" Mss O Donnell added. "W know if
we all band together and tell these kids that it's OKto say 'no' - and not only
isit OK it is the best choice for them- we would see a great turnaround.”

"I think that many of us have a prejudice toward abstinence,” M. Kean said
when asked about how t he campai gn woul d deal with conpeting views on abstinence,
sex education and condons.

However, the canpaign, in its mssion statement, pronises to be "inclusive."

"[N]o single approach to reduci ng teenage pregnancy has been shown to be
effective in all situations, and tolerance for a variety of reasonable
strategies is essential," it said.

The teen-pregnancy issue, the statenent noted, "often attracts strong feelings
and strident disagreenents.”

The canpai gn agai nst teen pregnancy clains its origins in President Clinton's
1995 State of the Union pronouncenent that teen pregnancy is "our nost serious
soci al problem"
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Meetings of |eaders in government, nedia, entertainnment, youth and
pregnancy-rel ated progranms, academ a, social science, research, foundations and
religious circles produced an agreenment that a public canmpai gn was needed - but
that it shoul d be i ndependent of government, nonpartisan and privately funded.

News of the canpaign was unveiled at the Wite House on Jan. 29, when M.
Cinton announced that Dr. Henry W Foster Jr., the forner candidate for
surgeon general, would act as an unpaid adviser and |iaison between the group
and the Wite House.

The canpaign has an office at the Urban Institute in Northwest Washington, is a
t ax- exenpt, nonprofit organization and is trying to raise $4 nmillion for its
projects for the first three years.

"We're nmaki ng good progress" and should be ready for a public launch in two- to
three nonths, Urban Institute senior fellow |Isabel V. Sawhill, the canpaign's
president, said |ast week.

The canpai gn has established task forces with several goals, including:

* Reduci ng the teen-pregnancy rate by one-third by 2005. (In 1991, the
pregnancy rate for girls age 15-17 was 74.6 per 1,000. Anong the under-15 group
it was 6.3 pregnancies per 1,000 girls in 1980, 6.9 by 1985 and 7.1 by 1990,
according to a federal report published in yesterday's Journal of the American
Medi cal Associ ation.)

* Acquiring nore accurate and conplete data on teen pregnancy and effective
i nterventions.

* |dentifying and repeating programs that are successful in reducing teen
pregnancy.

* Getting national, state and local |eaders to take a stand agai nst teen
pregnancy.

* Getting the nedia to pronote the nessage.

* Leading a national discussion on what role religion, culture and public
val ues have in the teen-pregnancy issue.

"W are taking the stand that teen-age pregnancy is wong - that it hurts not
only the teen-ager who gets pregnant, but it hurts some young man who
participated . . . and it's tragic for the baby that results," says M. Kean
who is president of Drew University in Mdison, N.J.

One task force will ook at how to get | eaders "to sinmply take a stand
and come out and say this is unacceptabl e behavior,"” he said.
Anot her task force will l[ook for prograns that have neasurabl e success in

reduci ng teen pregnancy and can be replicated.

"W don't care whether they're run by the church or the communities. W just
want to know what's been effective,”" M. Kean says.

WIlliam Gal ston, a forner donestic-policy adviser for the Cinton
adm nistration, will lead the task force on religion and values; Kristin A
Moore, executive director of Child Trends Inc., will |ead the panel on research
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and effective prograns; and Barbara Hubernan of Advocates for Youth will handle
the state and community coalitions team

A nmedia task force will focus on getting out public service announcenents and
i nfl uenci ng progranmi ng changes, Mss Sawhill says. Jody Geenstone MIler
seni or vice president of Americast, a Disney-affiliated conpany in Los Angel es,
will head up that effort.

"There are as many as three exanples of gratuitous sex an hour on sone [TV]
shows," M. Kean says. Such shows give the inpression that sex has no
consequences and "we'd like to enlist the nedia to address that."

Still, sone of the canpaign's thenes worry conservative observers.

Its mission statenent, for exanple, says it will try to "prevent teen pregnancy
by supporting values and stinulating actions that are consistent with a
pregnancy-free adol escence."

One obvious way to reduce pregnancies is to have nore abortions, which is
neither a desirable outcone nor a solution to the problem several observers
sai d.

"Qur hope would be that they would | ook beyond teen pregnancy to teen sexua
activity as they look at progranms as answers to this terrible problem" says
Kristi Hanrick, spokeswoman for the Family Research Council, which pronotes
absti nence.

Research has shown that the "two best indicators" that teens will delay onset
of sexual activity have been parental involvenent and an active religious faith,
she sai d.

"From our point of view," Ms. Hanrick said, "the worst thing that could
happen woul d be for us to throw away all the good working nodels [for pregnancy
prevention] in favor of a knee-jerk condomdistribution plan. | certainly hope
that's not where they're going."

The 17-nmenber board is conplete for the noment, but the canpai gn expects to
eventual |y have a "prestigious national board of 25 to 30 nenbers,"” a
parent - advi sory board and teen-advi sory panel

Board menbers who have taken public positions on issues related to pregnancy
i ncl ude:

* Former Surgeon General Dr. C. Everett Koop, who has opposed abortion but
supported condons as a way to prevent Al DS

* Sen. Nancy Kassebaum Kansas Republican, who is viewed as being an
abortion-rights supporter.

* Actress Wioopi Col dberg, who had her first abortion at the age of 14, had six
or seven by the age of 25 and has said birth-control pills did not work for her

Actress Jane Fonda, who began the Georgia Canpai gn for Adol escent Pregnancy
Prevention in Atlanta, is not on the board, M. Kean says, "but she's been very
active [on the issue], and we hope to work with her."

****BOX
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LEADERS OF TEEN PREGNANCY PREVENTI ON
These are the current nenbers of the new, independent, privately funded
Nati onal Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy. President Cinton has asked Dr.

Henry W Foster Jr. to be an unpaid |iaison between the White House and the
canpai gn.

* Thomas Kean, former governor of New Jersey

* |sabel V. Sawhill, senior fellow, Urban Institute

* Charlotte L. Beers, chairman and chief executive, Qgilvy and Mat her
* WIliam Gl ston, school of public affairs, University of Maryl and

* Kat hari ne Graham chairman of the executive conmittee, The Washi ngton Post

* Whoopi Col dberg, actress

* Dr. David Hamburg, president, Carnegie Corp. of New York
* lrving B. Harris, chairman, the Harris Foundation

* Bar bara Huberman, director of training, Advocates for Youth
* Sen. Nancy Kassebaum Kansas Republi can

* Dr. C. Everett Koop, former surgeon general

* Judy McGrath, president, MV

* Jody MIler, senior vice president, Americast

* Kristin AL More, executive director, Child Trends Inc.

* Hugh Price, president, National Urban League Inc.

* Warren B. Rudman, former senator

* Andrew J. Young, former ambassador to the United Nations.
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